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January is named after the Roman god of doors, JANUS, 
because this month is the door to the future. Janus has the 
ability to see all things past and future. So let’s look back at our recent past. In
the beginning of December, at our Greening, we were done in record time, 
even though we missed a number of helpers due to the flu! A special thank 
you to new (2019!) member/ Greening Chair Susan Moe. Super job by Sue 
and her committee and all the other member elves!

We always have quite a few holiday projects at the end of the year. This 
year, the Chesapeake Garden Club took care of the State Christmas Tree in 
Annapolis, a job our clubs share. Mary Smolinksi was asked to decorate our 
Prince Frederick library for the holidays on a trial basis. The librarians were 
very happy with the greenery placed by Mary, Mary Anna Phillips, Sonya 
Morris and me. If enough members are interested, we may do this again next year. Andrea Kroll
created a wreath for the Hospice Festival of Wreaths. Our club made boxwood trees with the
nursing home residents (Sue Finan’s committee) and wreaths with Calverton’s young gardeners
(Terri Waller). Thank you to all helping hands! Thanks to Vicki Geneva for organizing a sale of
poinsettias from Melwood, one of our Plant Sale suppliers, for our members. Enjoy photos of all
our holiday events in this newsletter.
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Looking at the future, I hope 2020 will be great for all of you, 

personally and as club members. Let’s continue to support each 
other as friends and as fellow members. Let’s make an extra
effort to get to know new and prospective members. And please
help your club by making suggestions, asking questions and 
staying informed and involved (you are doing that right now by 
reading our Garden Post).

Our CGC year runs from March meeting to March meeting and 
our fiscal year begins April 1. Therefore, we will ask all project 
and committee chairs to write budget proposals soon and, if 
necessary, also new yearbook entries. To get ready for our 2020-
2021 year, please let me know if any adjustments need to be 
made to our list of committees and projects (see the list in your 
yearbook). Ideally, you should stay in the same position for two 
years. I am sure you know each active member should be really 
active on at least one committee (many of you do much more), 
so if you are not, let me know which (additional) job you would 
enjoy taking on.

After all, January is the beginning of the gardening year -- a time for fresh starts, 
renewed energy, and grand plans for the months 
ahead!
 
Wishing you a hygge January meeting!
 Joyce

VICE PRESIDENT
MARY AUGUSTOSKY
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TREASURER
MARCIA OLSON

RECORDING SECRETARY
JANE EYLER
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President's Message(Cont.)

Happy New
Year!



Program: Painted Flower Pot Workshop 11am
Guest Speaker: Our own Beth Beighley will lead a workshop at our January
meeting on the majolica ceramic glazing technique.  Please let Beth know
if you won't be attending the January meeting as she will be purchasing
supplies for the workshop.
Design Exhibit: Wednesday, Jan. 15th  10am
Ikebana Inspired: oriental design presented by Shahla Butler
Hostesses: Jane Eyler, Jody Longhill, Susan Moe, Pat Terlisner
**Please notify one of the hostesses and the membership chair, if you will not
be attending or if you are bringing guest(s) to the meeting.
 
We will be finalizing the April 2020-March 2021 hostess schedule. Check
your calendars and sign up at the January meeting with Andrea Jordan.
 
January Luncheon:   After the rush, pressures, and stress of the past holiday
season the January luncheon hostesses thought you might enjoy a luncheon of
comfort foods, coziness, simplicity, and camaraderie.
These qualities all embody the Danish concept of Hygge ( pronounced Hoo
Gah), a way of life practiced in most Scandinavian countries and Northern
Scotland. Although each country has its own name for it, Hygge is by far the
best known and is practiced throughout the year, but particularly during the
long, dark, cold winter months.The atmosphere of Hygge consists of soft
lighting, (think candles here), cozy furnishings, blankets and pillows, warm
bulky sweaters, wool socks, pajamas and fuzzy slippers, warm drinks, slow
cooked foods, books and music. Bringing nature into the home is another
Hygge hallmark, as is being present in the moment, and being warm toward
yourself and others.
We invite you to dress comfortably and within the Hygge spirit for the January
16th meeting. Wear those Uggs, wool socks, oversize snuggy sweaters, lounge
clothes or PJs if you wish. Bring a shawl or blanket. Come prepared to relax
and enjoy your friends and slow cooked 
comfort food!

 
 

JANUARY MEETING AGENDA



 
Our floral design exhibit theme for January will be “Ikebana-Lite.” Ikebana is called the
Japanese art of floral design, with the emphasis by its practitioners on art. This means

that the practitioner will combine their own sense of style and creativity with a
number of rules and guidelines that are designed to make the arrangement pleasing
to several senses. The goal of ikebana is not just the floral arrangement but also an

almost meditative feeling of harmony and beauty. We will hardly have enough time to
scratch the surface during this session which why I am calling it Ikebana-Lite. So, we

will focus on three very important aspects: mass, line and space. In ikebana, the
container is very important, and you want your arrangement to enhance and be

enhanced by its container, so give some thought to the combination of plants and
containers (color, shape, proportion.)Please choose your flowers, branches and
containers, keeping in mind our three elements of space, line and mass. Roses,

alstroemerias, carnations, mums, can all give you mass. Ferns, branches, strong floral
stems can help you with line. A tall container specially one with holes in interesting

spots, will give you a chance to make interesting lines, or one with a special color will
give you a chance to play with mass. A shallow container will allow you to highlight

the water in the arrangement and understand the role of space. If you have kenzans,
you may bring them, but if you don’t, you can use oasis (we will provide oasis). You

may also bring small pebbles to cover your kenzans or oasis if you wish.If you’d like to
talk about your ideas beforehand, feel free to call me at 410-610-1244

JANUARY HORTICULTURE EXHIBITS
A. House Plants                                                         Flowering 
                                                                                       Non-flowering
                                                                                       Vine
                                                                                       Topiary
B. Evergreen Ground Cover (3-4 stems)              Ajuga 
                                                                                       Pachysandra
                                                                                       Any other
C. Something of Interest

The following members have signed up for the floral workshop: Mary Anna
Phillips, Mary Smolinski, Diane Reyno, Peggy Allen, Vicki Geneva, Kathy
Ursic, Joyce Fletcher, Beth Beighley, Rosemary Dawley,Andrea Jordan,

Adele Maguire, Alice Galligan, and Betty Kilpatrick

The Sunshine Committee will be selling jewelry at our January meeting.  In the
spirit of the renewal of the New Year, please allow us to take some unwanted

jewelry off your hands and donate it to the sale.  Also bring your wallets to buy
some new pieces to enhance your wardrobe, all for a good cause.

JANUARY FLORAL DESIGN 
by Shahla Butler



2020 HOUSE & GARDEN PILGRIMAGE
by Carol Frederick



2019  GREENING



THANK YOU!! 
to everyone who assisted with the dismantling!

This year’s greening was a great success thanks to the work and
dedication of many of our members. A special thank you to the

Greening Committee for coordinating the event. Jane Eyler coordinated
the greening sites, Andrea Jordan prepared the sprays, Pat Terlisner
coordinated the dismantling day and our Advisor, Mary Augustosky

gave sage guidance when needed.
Thanks also to all the members who headed up the cutting green sites

on either their yards or properties within the county. And to the
members, aided by their recruited families, who picked up or dropped
off the Greening supplies: Andrea Kroll, Terri Waller, Norman Prince

and Janet Wells.
Finally, we are always thankful for the help of the County Crew to

transport, hang and remove our decorations.
Nice Work You All!-       

Susan Moe, Greening Chair



December Meeting Highlights
 

Thank you to Helen Prince and Maricarol Cloak for
selling the most Pilgrimage advertising!

Don't forget to send a
Happy Birthday card to

Life Member Sue Switzer
who turns 100 on January

20th!!

Thank you December Hostesses!



BAY-WISE ACTIONS: Denise Moroney

Bay-Wise Competition for
District II is back! 

 
So, look over the Yardstick and talk
to someone who has gone through
the certification to see how easy it
is. 
 
Then contact Denise or Mary Ellen
to schedule a date. Yardsticks and
signups will be available at the
meeting.
 
https://extension.umd.edu/baywise
 

Membership by: Sue Finan
Through membership in the Garden Club, people from
 different backgrounds come together to serve and learn side by side
forming long lasting friendships.  Please take the time to reach out to
other club members.
Expressions of Sympathy:
“Those we hold closest to our hearts never truly leave us.They live on in
the kindnesses they shared and the love they brought into our lives.”
 
Expressions of sympathy offer comfort in time of need. With the passing
of a club member, their spouse or child, the club will send flowers or a
charitable donation will be made in their name. Sometimes, all that is
needed is a kind word or attentive ear.
 
Remember our membership challenge of 21% increase by 2021. Please
continue to invite friends to join us.



GRANT COMMITTEE: Jody Longhill
 

The Grant Committee was thrilled to receive 7 applications for grants by the deadline of Dec.1st.
Grant applications include:
“Soft Edge Shrub Habitat Improvement at Gatewood Preserve” submitted by the Calvert Nature
Society
“Chesapeake Dolphin Watch” submitted by the Chesapeake Biological Laboratory
“Sustainable Agriculture Supported by Healthy Ecosystems” from the American Chestnut Land Trust
“Project Spudnik” submitted by the All Saints Episcopal and Broadview Baptist Youth Groups
“Rain Garden Demonstration Site” from Friends of Jefferson Patterson Park
“Tidewater School Dry Creek Bed with Grasses” submitted by Tidewater School
“Portable Gardens” from the Calvert Marine Museum
 
The Committee will meet on January 10th to vote on the grant applications. Jody will submit their
recommendation for the award(s) at the February Board meeting and announce it at the February
general meeting.

HOSPICE FLOWERS

by Mary Anna Phillips and Janet Wells

November Floral Workshop: Sonya Morris

The December flower boxes at the entrance of hospice house were
decorated with assorted pine, spruce, boxwood and assorted

evergreens. They were accented with Osage oranges, oyster shells and
large glittered purple butterflies.  



Greening of the Prince
Frederick Library



On December 9, 2019 club members
arrived at the Calvert Nursing Center

amid smiles and song to help residents
create beautiful holiday arrangements. 

Andrea K., Andrea J., Sonya, Janet C.,
Cyndy, Alice, Vicki, Annette D., Kathy,

Pat T., Pat C., Jane, MaryAnna and I
brought greens galore and bags of

decorations for each person to make
their own  tree. A good time was had by

all.

Garden Therapy Christmas Trees
by Sue Finan

Committee/Project Leads: Heads-Up from the Treasurer! 
Budget planning for FY2021 

Budget requests for next year are due for review by the budget committee by Monday, February
3rd.  The monthly financial report for December, showing this year’s budget allocations and funds
spent to date (through 12/31) is available now by request, if you want a copy before our general
meeting on January 16th.  There are 3 more months left in this fiscal year.  Committee and Project
leads should take a look at the report, try to anticipate spending through the end of this year and
estimate your needs for next year.  The Budget Request form is on our web site.  If you want to
propose a new project, please include a Project Request Form; it’s also 
on the web site.  If your committee/project will be significantly over or 
under budget this year, please include a brief explanation in the new 
Budget Request.  Let me know if you want more detailed, or more current
 financial data for this planning. 

 
Thanks-Marcia Olson



On December 5th, Susan Moe, Beth Beighley and Terri Waller went to the Calverton
School to present a program on Evergreens. We helped the students make holiday

wreaths from some of the greens left over from the greening.

Young Gardeners 
by Terri Waller



 
BIRDS IN THE WINTER GARDEN 

by Shahla Butler
 

                                                                    Adapted from articles in the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds and Monty Don Presents
Gardeners’ World on BBC 

 
                                                Gardeners love nature and when guests in the form of small

 birds visit, it is a huge pleasure. To attract more birds set up a 
bird table and daily put out food. You can greatly increase the 

chance of survival for many birds and their breeding success if 
you help these beauties maintain their strength, especially if it  

 is a very cold winter. Once you start to feed them, try and be as  
 regular as possible with the supply, the birds use up precious 

energy in coming to your bird table, and you do not want them 
 to waste that energy coming to a bare one. Also always put a  

saucer of water out for them to drink. In the winter months, it is 
 even more important that the food be as calorific as possible. 

 Seeds, nuts and fat are best of all. Left-over pastry, bread and  
 rice always get eaten fast and fruit is good, especially for black- 
birds and thrushes. Grated cheese is popular as is cooked (but 

not raw) potatoes. Avoid anything salty such as crisps, salted 
peanuts or bacon. You can buy dried mealworms which robins, 
tits and  wrens gobble up greedily. If in doubt sunflower seeds 

 and fatballs - preferably hanging so tits can land on them 
without being  bullied away by more aggressive birds- are 

invariably popular. Another way of making sure that all food
 does not get gobbled up by pigeons and starlings is to find an 

old log with lots of cracks and crevices and pour seed over it. 
The smaller birds will  extract every last bit from the fissures 

that larger birds cannot reach. 
 

  One of the great joys of winter-feeding birds is that you can 
place the bird table right outside a window. With a good bird
 book or app, you can identify them. Enjoy the diversity and 

richness of these hungry visitors. The more you find out about 
them, the more fascinating they become. 

 
 

WATER FOR THE BIRDS IN
WINTER 

Birds need to drink regularly,
whether the weather's hot or
cold. They'll even bathe in the
depths of winter. In freezing
conditions, bird baths and

garden ponds become even
more important, since many
natural sources of water are

frozen over. It can be difficult to
stop a bird bath from freezing,
but try these simple methods:

    · A light ball floating in the
water will be moved by even a
gentle breeze, and will keep a
small amount of water ice-free
    · Pour on hot water to melt the
ice
    · Line the bath with a
polyethylene sheet that you can
lift out along with the ice
    · Put a metal container on
three or four bricks with a night
light candle underneath,
sheltering the flame from the
wind with extra bricks
    · Use an immersion heater
controlled by a thermostat, or a
lightbulb inside a tiling pipe on
which the dish is resting. They
must be fitted with suitable
external wiring
    · The ultimate is a bird bath
that uses solar energy to prevent
the water from freezing.



It is important to keep bird feeders clean. If feeders are not adequately cleaned, diseases
may be spread.  Scientists have warned that garden bird feeders contribute to the spread
of serious diseases among wild birds.  Moldy food and bird droppings encourage
bacterial growth. Feeders should be regularly disinfected at least once a month or more
frequently depending on how many birds use them and how much seed is
consumed. Feeding sites should be cleaned as well and the locations of feeders rotated. 
To clean a feeder, first empty any seed into the trash. Disassemble the feeder and
remove any visible debris. Let feeders soak for at least 15 minutes, or longer if really
dirty.   Soaking before scrubbing will loosen debris and make it easier to clean.
Use a large basin to make sure the entire feeder can be submerged. 
Next scrub the feeder with soap and water followed by a soak in a solution of one part
bleach to 9 parts hot water for a period of 15 minutes and then wash again with soap and
water inside and out, including all feeding ports, perches, lids, platforms, and
reservoirs.    After cleaning, the feeder and all parts should be thoroughly rinsed to
insure all chemical residue is removed. There should be no stuck-on debris, lingering
suds, or chemical odors after the feeder is rinsed. When finished put feeder aside to air
dry.   
Make sure the feeder is completely dry before filling with bird seeds.   Any remaining
moisture could lead to mold and mildew that can cause illness and rotten, unhealthy
seed. Drying feeders in direct sunlight will further help to break down any lingering soap
or chemicals. In addition to keeping bird feeders clean, it is essential to clean all nearby
areas where birds perch and congregate while feeding. Eager and hungry birds can spill
seed several feet away from feeders, and all feeding areas must be clean to keep bird
populations healthy. To keep nearby areas clean remove old or damp seed and seed
hulls from beneath feeders.  Damp seed will spread diseases to birds that feed on the
ground as well as attract other unwanted wildlife or pests. 
The easiest way to clean up under feeders is to keep seed from spilling in the first
place.  Use wide seed trays, nets, or platforms below feeders to catch anything that drops
from the feeders. This will also provide another space for birds to feed, which will help
minimize any remaining debris or waste and will attract new birds to the feeding area. 
It’s also a good idea to clean your bird feeder during rainy weather, when birdseed has
become wet. Damp birdseed provides the ideal breeding ground for molds and fungus,
which can harm birds. Any time you notice seed clumping, that’s a definite sign of
dampness, the precursor to bird-harming mold and fungus. 
 

 https://www.the spruce.com/how-to-clean under     https://www.diynetwork.com/how-to/outdoors/gardening/bringing-bluebirds-to-the-yard
     

Birdfeeder Cleaning by Betty Kilpatrick
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10am Greening
 Cleanup

10:30am
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Calvert Garden Club General Membership Meeting 
Christ Church Meeting Hall November 21, 2019  

Attendees: 38 active members and 4 life members. 
 Call to order: 1:02 PM by President, Joyce Fletcher.  
 The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
Sue Finan introduced 4 guests:  Pat Childs, Facita Ishmael, Peggy Clarke, and Marie Blackburn.  Sue
commented that with these prospective members, the club is well on its way to fulfilling the 2021
challenge. 
Announcements: Joyce thanked the lunch hostesses Rosemary Dawley, Andrea Kroll, Adele
Maguire, and Nancy Thompson.   
Sue Finan read thank you notes from Vera Lind and Maricarol Cloak.  
Joyce thanked Andrea Kroll and Sonya Morris, who were responsible for the Oktoberfest party.  
She reported that the $1000 subsidy for The Greening had been received from Calvert County.   She
also reported that Mary Smolinski had been asked by a library board member if the CGC would
decorate library facilities for the Christmas Holidays. It was decided by the CGC Board that on a
trial basis, 3 areas of the main branch in Prince Frederick would be decorated. The committee that
will oversee this project is looking for snow village decorations.  A vote will be held in January as to
whether to continue this practice.   
Joyce reported that the Lines and Briscoe Memorials have been brought to fruition by the planting
of daffodil bulbs (ordered by Suzan Miller) at Christ Church by Janet Cosh, Marcia Olson, Helen
Prince, and Nancy Thompson.  A dedication will take place in March when the bulbs will be in
bloom.
 Joyce called to the attention of members the tables at the back of the room that contain books
from the CGC library at Linden House. These are available for donations and the resulting funds
will go to the Ways and Means Committee.  What books are not sold will be returned to Linden
House and donated for a sale at that site. 
Andrea Jordan will have sign-up sheets available at the December meeting for luncheon hostesses
for the next year. 
Dates to Remember: November 23:  Hospice Festival of Wreaths November 26: Poinsettia shopping
trip to Melwood greenhouses (sign up today)  Pilgrimage ads due in Baltimore December 2 and
3: CGC Annual Greening December 5:  Young Gardeners at Calverton School December 7:  Quaker
Sale at the Meeting House in Annapolis.  Revenues go to the Youth for Climate Study December 9:
Nursing Center Therapy January 2:  Greening Clean-up January 9: CGC Board Meeting January 16: 
CGC General Membership Meeting 
Floral Design:  Sonya Morris described the creation of the “Holiday Fun” table garland made by the
workshop attendees which graces the luncheon table.  The January workshop will be led by Shahla
Butler who will discuss and demonstrate “Ikebana Lite”, the flavor of Ikebana, stressing its three
principals of line, mass, and space.  A sign-up sheet will be available at the December meeting. 
Horticulture Exhibits:  Mary Ellen Romney described the specimens of camellia,  American 
holly, nandina, an apple with a candle and an apple corer, and a tuber from a sweet potato vine. 
Members were asked to bring more specimens to future meetings. 
Recording Secretary: The minutes of the September meeting as included in the October Garden
Post were accepted. 
Reports by Officers: Treasurer’s Report:  Marcia Olson reported that: The $1000 check from the
county had been deposited,  Lines and Briscoe Memorials had been resolved,  The club
microphones and amplifier have been purchased,  Committee chairs should look at their budget
balances,  2020 budget planning will begin in January, and  That Committee and Project chairs
should not go over budget before discussing with the treasurer



 
 
Membership:  Nothing to report 
Reports by Committees and Projects: 
Greening Committee: The sign-up sheets for all greening activities are on tables in the front of the
room.  Leads for each activity and their contact numbers at are the top of the list.  Susan Moe
reminded members that this is a required activity. If anyone is unable to participate, they need to
contact Susan Moe and Sue Finan.  Trucks are needed at the cutting sites on December 2 and at the
church for cleanup on January 2. 
Pilgrimage: Carol Frederick reported that Maryland Pilgrimage gift certificates for admission to any
of the pilgrimage sites are available for $30. These will be available for the next several months and
are at a lower cost than individual site tickets.  Carol also stated that members of the club have sold
over $5000 of advertising for the state pilgrimage guide, but asked that members not stop soliciting
ads as there will be prizes for the clubs who solicit the top three numbers of ads.  The deadline for
advertisements to be submitted has been extended to December 1. Sign up sheets
for pilgrimage hostesses will be available at the January meeting. There will be a meeting
for Pilgrimage committee leads at 9:00 AM before the January Membership Meeting. 
Bay-Wise:  Denise Moroney advised the membership that there is a District II competition to Bay-
Wise yard certification of members of individual clubs.  The club that has the most member
certifications during 2020-2021 will receive $200.  Denise encouraged members to google Bay-Wise
Maryland Yardstick and read the certification criteria.  A score of 36” is needed to become
certified.  If interested, please contact either Denise or Mary Ellen Romney.  They consult as well as
certify.  Once a yard is certified, no recertification is needed. 
Garden Therapy:  Sue Finan stated that the December activity will be making boxwood Christmas
trees and that she would like there to be a volunteer for each Nursing Center participant.  Please
contact her if you can volunteer. 
Hospice Flowers:  Mary Anna Phillips stated that she had made bows for the trees being made at
Garden Therapy.  She also stated that Janet Wells has been ill.  Fall window boxes at hospice
house were decorated by Janet Wells and winter boxes will be decorated with leftover greening
supplies.  
At this time, it was asked that members send get well cards to Janet, Rene Sackett, and
Carol Santivasci.  
Adjourned: 1:54 PM 
Jane Eyler                                                                                                                                                                       
 Recording Secretary



Calvert Garden Club General Membership Meeting
 Christ Church Meeting Hall

 December 3, 2019 
 Attendees: 40 active members, 2 life members. 
Call to order: 11:02 AM by President, Joyce Fletcher.  
Sue Finan stated that there were no guests present. 
Announcements: Sue Finan, chair of the Garden Therapy Committee stated that she still needed
helpers for the December 9 making of boxwood trees at the nursing facility. 
Joyce thanked the lunch hostesses Shahla Butler, Maricarol Cloak, Jeanette Reinecker, and Barbara
Whited. 
Joyce also thanked all present for completing the greening decorations in such a timely
manner. She thanked the Greening Committee:  Chair, Susan Moe, Jane Eyler, Andrea Jordan, and
Pat Terlisner. Joyce stated that there would be no wreath placed at the southern Calvert County
boarder in Solomons this year because the wall on which it has in the past been placed has been
knocked down. Joyce reminded members that if they had not participated in the Monday, December
2 pre-greening activities, that they were expected to assist with the January 2 dismantling and
deconstruction of the greening decorations.  She also asked the members present today to place a
check by their names on the sign-up rosters of greening activities. 
Andrea Jordan, chair of the hostessing committee stated that she had sign-up sheets for monthly
luncheons in the 2020-2021 club year.  Also, she stated that anyone with a red dot by their name was
overdue to hostess.  Andrea said that very soon she would have the sign-up sheets for
the hostessing the pilgrimage events in May.  
Terri Waller took the usual photograph of the lunch hostesses.  She also reminded members that
Young Gardeners would meet on December 5 at Calverton School.  
Joyce reminded members to signup for the January design workshop at which Shahla Butler will
feature the concept of oriental design.  There will be an article describing this more fully in the
January Garden Post. Joyce announced for Suzan Miller that there will be a jewelry sale at the
January meeting with proceeds going to the Ways and Means Committee, the Sunshine sub-
committee. 
Carol Fredrick thanked members for their hard work in obtaining ads for the Pilgrimage booklet. 
She asked that all those who did obtain contracts to ensure that all 3 components had been
completed and forwarded as appropriate.  Joyce presented poinsettias to the two club members
who sold the most ads for the Pilgrimage booklet.  First prize went to Helen Prince, second prize
to Maricarol Cloak. 
Vicki Geneva thanked all those who ordered poinsettias from Melwood Gardens. She passed along
the company’s appreciation for the patronage.  
Adele Maguire expressed her appreciation for all the expressions of sympathy on the death of her
son. 
Joyce advised the membership that Margaret Fahs had broken her wrist and ankle and asked that
members send cards.   
Adjourned at 11:36 am   
Jane Eyler 
Recording Secretary


