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I am writing this message in the middle of August, and hope that you all are
enjoying your summer. My husband and I just got back from a cruise to New
England and Canada. One of the sites we visited you might like to hear
about is the Halifax Public Gardens, established in 1874. The garden today is the
only surviving authentic Victorian garden in North America. We
admired beautiful carpet, scroll and serpentine flower beds as well as trees,
shrubs and vegetables. Also a lovely Victorian bandstand, fountains, statuary,
ponds and bridges. I especially liked the colorful tuberous begonias, various
palm trees, the blooming (!) kousa dogwoods and a “mystery” (to me) shrub with
big white flowers.
For many CGC members summer also means staying busy with club activities and
ongoing projects. Actually, there are so many of us involved that I need to thank
you ALL in one big swoop for working during or throughout our “summer
break”! In this newsletter you will find out a lot of what has been going on the last
couple of months. Please also read about what is going to happen later in the
year. Our CGC year runs from April to April, and we are also getting ready for our
May 2020 Pilgrimage.
Now it is time for our board and various committees to finalize plans for fall
events. Please check the calendar at the end of this newsletter with your own
calendar at home. I very much hope you will take advantage of the activities
organized for you. Sign up and stay involved as much as possible, please. Now
you know why the password for our website is “involved”….
We will start September with a CGC board meeting on September 5. If you would
like to attend to discuss a club matter with us, just let me know. The board
members will also get ready to hostess the District II September 13 board
meeting.
We will have our regular third Thursday general membership meeting
on September 19. As usual, there will be a floral design workshop the day before,
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CALVERT GARDEN CLUB MONTHLY MEETINGS 11AM - PROGRAM 12PM- LUNCH/SOCIAL TIME 1PM - BUSINESS MTG
CHRIST CHURCH PARISH HALL 3100 BROOMES ISLAND ROAD, PORT REPUBLIC, MD

Message from the President (Cont.)
on the 18th. Members (new and prospective, too!), please attend this fun fall
workshop. Read all about it on p. 3 in this newsletter.
This year, our fall trip will take place at the end of September (26th). The weather is
more likely to be nice then, and there will be more to see at Running Hare
Vineyards (see p. 4).
We haven’t had a club Christmas party for a while. The last few ones were not that
well attended, so we decided to do something different this year. Members and their
significant others are invited to celebrate Oktoberfest on October 26 (see p. 5).
There is lots to look forward to!
And now a glimpse a little farther into the future: our club needs several committee
and project chairs and members for spring jobs. I am closing by using this quote and
thanking the many members who (will) share their talents with us: “If you have a

talent, use it in every which way possible. Don’t hoard it. Don’t dole it out like a miser.
Spend it lavishly like a millionaire intent on going broke.” Brendan Francis
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SEPTEMBER MEETING AGENDA
PROGRAM: Gardening for the Planet
GUEST SPEAKER: Bright Sharp , Master Gardener, Master Naturalist, Project Manager
ACLT's Food Forest
Her presentation on "Gardening for the Planet" focuses on a garden that mimics forest
growth patterns to ensure better yields, maximum light exposure, and simple
management while fostering greater biodiversity.
DESIGN EXHIBIT: Summer's End by Nancy Thompson
HOSTESSES: Peggy Allen,
Annette Davis, Suzan Miller,
Diane Reyno

*Please notify one of the
hostesses and the membership
chair, if you will NOT be
attending or are bringing a
guest(s) to the meeting.

FLORAL DESIGN EXHIBIT WORKSHOP: SUMMER'S END
by NANCY THOMPSON
Using what remains in your garden
The Summer’s End Designs Workshop on Wed. Sept.18th at 10am in the Church Hall will follow the
seasons and reflect the natural world. Spring arrangements are exuberant with fresh new life. Bulbs,
flowering branches, and early spring perennials herald the new season. Summer arrangements are often
bold, almost brassy, and lush. Whereas end of summer to early fall arrangements take on a spare, almost
sparse note. However, there is subtle beauty in the sparseness and sensitive eyes can detect ways to
represent this in arrangements. This is where often smaller, leaner arrangements come into play. Smaller
containers often hold the few items used to represent summer’s end. Seed pods, dried grasses, berries,
dried branches, curling bark, bracket fungi, and fruit are among the many items available.
For our Summer’s End workshop look for the suggested items in your garden and of course any few
flowers to bring. Our arrangements may take on an almost Eastern, Ikebana quality.
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THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 26TH

FALL TRIP: RUNNING
HARE WINERY

Vineyard and barrel room tour plus private
tasting with owner, Mike Scarborough
Let's gather at the Winery on
Thursday, September 26th at 1:00
pm. The address is 150 Adelina Road,
Prince Frederick.
Mike will take us on a
tour of the estate to
learn about growing
grapes and hops. Plus
a barrel room tour and
private tasting with
snacks in his personal
wine cellar.

RSVP and pay
by September
19th
at the
meeting
$30 per
Member/$35 Guest

This event is rain
or shine!
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Let's gather the club for some Oktoberfest fun!
Saturday, October 26th
3:00 pm
Hosted by Sonya and Ken Morris
11921 Little Neck Lane
Lusby, MD

This is a fun social for Club Members and a spouse or guest!
Sausages will be provided
Please bring a dish to share, mug/beer stein and BYOB
Sign ups and recipe ideas at September meeting

RSVP by October 19th to krofly@hotmail.com
Dust off your
dirndl or
lederhosen!
Octoberfest
Attire
Welcome!

GARDEN THERAPY
BY SUE FINAN

Garden Therapy at the Calvert Nursing Center
has had a very successful summer. Our
members brought such joy to the residents
and staff. Many thanks to Annette Davis,
Jeannette Reinecker, Vicki Geneva,
Beth Beighley, Susan Moe, Andrea Kroll, Eve
Cox and Sonya Morris for making this club
project such a success.

Membership

by Sue Finan

We currently have 49 active members, 0 associate
members and 17 life members. Please continue to inform
friends about our great garden club and encourage them to
join us.
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BAY-WISE CERTIFIED

Congratulations to Jody Longhill and Peggy and Art Cochran, our
newest Bay-Wise Certified Garden Club members!

Pollinator Garden
by Jody Longhill

I have spent the past five years slowly redeveloping my garden into a pollinator garden. In late spring this year, I
read about a national program that encourages gardeners to establish a Monarch Way Station. A Monarch Way
Station is a garden that provides the necessary resources for monarchs as they migrate and to assist them in
producing future generations. I went online at https://www.monarchwatch.org/waystations/ and
completed the four page application. I didn't need to plant new flowers or add to my garden.
I purchased the sign and proudly posted it.I am sure that many of my
fellow garden enthusiasts in the Club already have gardens that qualify. My first Monarch appeared the first
week in August and as I write this article, there are several flitting from flower to flower. Success!

2019 ART BLOOMS GROOVY GALA

Joyce Fletcher and Marcia Olson,
Co-Chairs

On July 12th through the 14th, we celebrated a very special Art Blooms Gala and
Exhibition weekend at Annmarie Gardens. Since it was our 10th year of participation in
this event, Annmarie came up with several new activities and entertainment for Friday’s
reception. We had a Wine Pull, a Giving Tree, a "Quick Draw,” a 70’s band and several
interesting photo opportunities. Most fun of all was the way guests dressed for the
groovy occasion! Works of art in both exhibits, Ebb and Flow: the Power of Water in
the main gallery and Folksy: Cultural Traditions and Outside Visions were inspiration
for 33 flower designs created by 37 designers. Our club was represented by Peggy
Allen, Beth Beighley, Shahla Butler, Peggy Cochran, Annette Davis, Rosemary
Dawley, Jane Eyler, Margaret Fahs, Joyce Fletcher, Vicki Geneva, Betty Kilpatrick,
Andrea Kroll, Adele Maguire, Suzan Miller, Mary Phillips, Diane Reyno, Mary Smolinski,
Pat Terlisner, Nancy Thompson and Janet Wells. We are grateful for your creative
talents! Thanks also to photographers Bill Fletcher and Terri Waller and trusted project
members Mary Augustosky (and husband) and Peggy Cochran! Proceeds from the
Gala event benefit the Growing the Garden Campaign, an expansion of the existing
native plant garden at Annmarie. For photos of all designs 2012-2019,
go to https://cgc.calvert.pictures/

June Horticulture Trip
FAITH'S GARDEN

A great trip to Faith's Daylily Garden and
lunch at the Killarney House in June.

Our talented Barbara
Whited (right) and Shahla
Butler (left) designed
these beautiful
arrangements for Nancy
Thompson and Nancy
Worster after their
husbands' recent
passing. Our thoughts
and prayers are with our
dear friends.

2019 Greening

by Susan Moe
Mark Your Calendars! The 2019 Greening is
scheduled for December 2nd and 3rd. We will be
cutting the greens, setting up the Parish Hall and
attaching bows on Monday, December 2nd at 10:00
am. On Tuesday, December 3rd at 9:00 am, we will
assemble the greens and transport them to the
Courthouse Square, etc. Removal of the greens and
the dismantling are set for Tuesday, January 2nd at
10:00 am. More Greening information will follow in
the October Garden Post and the sign-up sheets will
be available at the November meeting. The Greening
is a tradition dating back to the middle of the last
century and is one of our major projects. It is always
a festive event and gives us the opportunity to learn
from one another. It is also a mandatory event for all
active club members. What a great way to usher in
the holiday season!

Calvert County House and
Garden Pilgrimage Saturday
May 16, 2020
Mark your Calendars!
Work is underway already for the 2020 Pilgrimage. We will be looking forward to working with each of you to plan
and implement a successful tour. If you would like to chair a committee or serve on a specific committee, please let
us know as soon as possible.
2020 Tour
The tour is planned to be a walking tour of Solomons. Pilgrims will park their car and beginning with the Calvert
Marine Museum’s Drum Point Lighthouse, walk through the town visiting homes along the way. Visitors will lunch at
the local restaurants.
Project
Calvert Marine Museum’s Drum Point Lighthouse is being refurbished. The proceeds from the tour will provide
funding to renovate the interior of the old lighthouse.
Advertising
We need all members to contact the businesses they frequent to get advertising; we have a requirement to get
$5000 in ads. We will email the ad contract to you and have them at the September Meeting.

Thank you! Maricarol, Carol and Adele
FAQ’s for Newer Members
What is a Pilgrimage?
Since its inception, Calvert Garden Club has sponsored Calvert County’s Maryland House and Garden
Pilgrimages; inviting people from near and far to visit Calvert County and tour some beautiful historic and
architecturally interesting homes/gardens, many of which showcase the Patuxent River, the Chesapeake Bay and
many of their creeks and coves. We partner with the Maryland House and Garden Pilgrimage (MHGP) to host the
event (generally every three years). The MHGP is dedicated to preservation and restoration of architecturally
significant properties in the state of Maryland.
Why have a House and Garden Pilgrimage?
Our club hosts Pilgrimage tours to raise funds for special projects for nonprofit organizations within Calvert County.
Past recipients include: Calvert Hospice, Linden House, One Room Schoolhouse, American Chestnut Land Trust,
and Jefferson Patterson Park & Museum. Tours typically raise over $8,000 and have raised as much as $15,000.
The Calvert Marine Museum will be the 2020 tour recipient.
Who will visit?
A typical tour will draw about 500 visitors from around the mid-Atlantic region; some regularly make the annual
journey to witness historic and/or beautiful properties from as far away as New York, the Carolinas and West
Virginia. MHGP promotes the tours throughout the mid-Atlantic region. CGC advertises locally and works with local
retailers to sell tickets throughout the county.
What is Calvert Garden Club’s role?
All CGC members will perform a role in the Pilgrimage. You can serve as a committee chair, as a committee
member, as a floral designer, as a hostess on tour day, or you may wear more than one hat.
Committees include: Photography, Hostesses, Advertising, Publicity, Patrons, Flowers, Ticket Sales, Road
Marking, and
Treasurer.

Please let us know what you would like to do at the September Meeting!
We will have a table set up with information and advertising packets at the
September Meeting.

HOSPICE FLOWERS
by Mary Anna Phillips and Janet Wells

JULY 2019

AUGUST 2019

MAY TRIP to NEMOURS

JUNE PICNIC
What a wonderful day we had sharing a potluck picnic at Scientists
Cliffs Clubhouse! Thank you to our hostesses: Peggy Cochran,
Helen Prince, Jeanette Reinecker and Mary Ellen Romney

Charitable Donations

By JODY LONGHILL, ALICE GALLIGAN, and JANE EYLER
Donations made for this year
Calvert Animal Welfare League (CAWL) will receive $150 as a charity donation to
help them in their efforts to care for local animals. The money will go toward
purchasing medicines and food for the animals.
The Connection Inc. will receive $350 as a charity donation. The Connection Inc. is
a new charitable group to the garden club. They are a nonprofit organization that
helps adults with mild to moderate developmental disabilities. Their goal is to
connect adults with the same interests and disabilities, help them gain employment,
and to assist in reaching a level of independent living. This fall The Connection will
be partnering with the Calvert County fair and will use the funds to help with a
senior citizen and special-needs day.
For more information on the recipients please check out their websites: CAWL at
https://www.cawlrescue.org and The Connection Inc.
https://www.theconnectionsomd.org.

HORTICULTURE: FALL CLEANUP
by Shahla Butler
Fall Clean Up Tasks - Top Ten (or eleven) Chores
Fall is almost upon us. Before we know it it’s time to put the garden to bed! For gardeners March/April
and September/October are the liveliest and most active months with so much that needs to get done.
Each year, I look at my list of chores for each season and I update them with new and enhanced
ideas. In the spirit of “Top Ten,” I have eleven ideas that seem to have lasted the test of time for
me. Some of the ideas on this list are mine—most are borrowed from the great gardeners I have the
privilege of knowing (too many to try to list all their names). Happy Gardening. I hope you find this list
useful.
Task 1. Remove all deceased plants. Do not add them to your compost pile! Get them off your
property. You don’t want to add anything to your compost pile that could spread diseases.
Task 2. Weed one last time. Just one weed left to mature can produce hundreds of seeds that will
plague you next year. Pay attention to the perennial weeds. They are better exposed now than in the
spring.
Task 3. Get your planting beds ready. There is too much work waiting for you in the spring, plus
mulching your beds now can help you with weeding in the spring. All you need then is a top
dressing.
Task 4. Protect against mice and voles. Install mouse guards using fine mesh hardware cloth around
the base of your fruit trees to keep mice and voles from eating the bark and killing the trees over the
winter (this also seems to work for young deer intrusions.)
Task 5. Make a note of your vegetable plantings. What did you grow where in your vegetable
garden? This list will help in planning next year’s planting. It is not a good idea to grow plants in the
same family in the same place year after year. It makes it possible for pests and diseases specific to
that family to become entrenched.
Task 6. Test your soil. There are several respected laboratories which will test your soil and give you
recommendations for amendments you need. Take a representative sample by mixing soil from
several beds around your garden. The recommendations will tell you the right
amounts of amendments you need for your growing needs. Do it now, since the additions will have
time to break down and be available to your plants next spring.
Task 7. Clean and store tools. Clean and dry your tools. Store them for the winter by spraying
them with cooking spray or WD40. Better yet, use the buckets of slurry you bought at the
last CGC Plant Sale and store your tools in it. Each time you pull them out, give them a swirl in the
slurry. This will clean, sharpen and lubricate them.
Task 8. Plant your spring bulbs. Don’t forget about these beauties which planted at the right time will
give you a spectacular display next spring.
Task 9. Bring in any houseplants that have been vacationing outdoors. The University of Maryland
Extension Service says to plan for the first frost by mid-October.
Task 10. Move, divide or cull plants that need a new place. Fall is the best time for moving plants. By
next spring they will have established new roots and will be ready to flourish. This is also a great time
to dig up and prepare for our Plant Sale! Make sure you carefully label your diggings.
Task 11. Fertilize the ones that usually get ignored. Work in fertilizers for evergreens, trees, shrubs,
and your lawn one last time, before the hard freezes set in.

Dark-Eyed Junco
SUBMITTED BY BETTY KILPATRICK

Dark-eyed juncos are small migratory birds that are common across much of temperate North
America. In summer they range far into the Arctic. This small grayish sparrow is one of the most
abundant birds in North America. They are estimated to be over 600 million. Dark-eyed juncos
are often called “snowbirds,” because over much of the eastern U.S they appear at the start of
winter and disappear again in the spring. They can be found around woodland edges and
suburban yards.
Adults generally have gray heads, necks, and breasts, gray or brown backs and wings, and
a bright white tail. The white outer tail feathers are distinctive in flight and when the junco is
hopping on the ground. The bill is usually pale pink.eyed.Males tend to have darker, more
conspicuous markings than the females. The dark-eyed junco is 5.1 to 6.9 inches long and has a
wingspan of 7.1 to 9.8 inches. Juvenile bills have conspicuous yellowish edges of fleshy wattles
that guide the parents when they feed the nestlings.
Their song is a trill similar to that of a chipping sparrow. The call also resembles that of the New
World warbler family. Calls include tick sounds and very high-pitched tinkling chips. The dark-eyed
junco is considered among bird language practitioners as an excellent bird to study for learning
"bird language."
These birds forage on the ground. In winter, they often forage in flocks that may contain several
subspecies. They mainly eat seeds and insects including spiders, caterpillars, beetles, and
grasshoppers.
The dark-eyed junco usually nests in a cup-shaped depression on the ground, well hidden by
vegetation or other material. Nests are sometimes found in the lower branches of a shrub or tree.
The nests have an outer diameter of about 3.9 inches and are lined with fine grasses and hair.
Normally two clutches of four eggs are laid during the breeding season. The slightly glossy eggs
are grayish or pale bluish-white and heavily spotted (sometimes splotched) with various shades of
brown, purple or gray. The spotting is concentrated at the large end of the egg. The eggs are
incubated by the female for 12 to 13 days. Both parents feed the nestlings. Young leave the nest
between 11 and 14 days after hatching and are completely independent from their parents after
just 26 days. Average life span is about 3 years.
Sources: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dark-eyed_junco

https://www.arkive.org/dark-eyed-junco/junco-hyemalis/

SUMMER BIRTHDAYS!
Belated Best
Wishes!

Nancy Thompson 7/4
Joyce Murphy 7/22
Mary Anna Phillips 7/27

Dotty Dorsey 8/1
Alice Galligan 8/5
Mary Augustosky 8/11
Marcia Olson 8/17
Annette Davis 8/24
Terri Waller 8/30

LABOR
DAY

CGC Board
Add a little bit of body text
Mtg 10am
District II
Exec.
Board Mtg
Waldorf

Garden
Therapy
10:30am
Late
Summer
Floral
Workshop
10am

MEETING
11:00am

Trip to
Winery
1:00pm

Helen Price

Pat Mann

Joan
Sweeney

Eve Cox

Carol
Santivasci

*D2 Semiannual Mtg
Bowie

Octoberfest
3:00pm
Nancy
Worster

Calvert Garden Club Membership Meeting Minutes
Scientists Cliffs Community House
June 13, 2019
Members Present: 30 active members and 3 life members
Call to order: 11:02 AM by the President, Joyce Fletcher
Joyce thanked the hostesses, Peggy Cochran, Jody Longhill, Helen Price, and Mary
Ellen Romney for providing lunch and the meeting room.
Joyce presented past-president Maricarol Cloak with a lifetime membership and pin in
the Federated Garden Clubs of Maryland.
Helen Price gave a short history of the Scientists Cliffs Community and the
Community House.
The minutes from the April General Membership Meeting as posted in the Garden
Post were accepted.
The Treasurer’s Report will be posted via email.
Membership: Sue Finan introduced the following guests: A group of awesome
spouses, Marie Bundy-Estabrook (Jody Longhill), Mia Iampier (Peggy Cochran), Pam
Bronson ( Mary Smolinski ), Cheryl Garcia (Adele Maguire), and former member Sue
Cole (Alice Galligan).
Programs and Trips: Andrea Kroll and Mary Augustosky announced that the Annual
October trip is scheduled for September 26 at 1:00 PM and will not replace the already
scheduled September 19 General Membership Meeting. The plans are for a wine
tasting at Running Hare Vineyard on Adelina Road in Prince Frederick. Host Mike
Scarborough will lead a tour of the vineyards and hops growing areas continuing on to
the production area where there will be a small tasting. The event will continue into
the host’s private residence for a more complete tasting accompanied by crackers and
cheese. Andrea did stress that the host is an avid hunter and his home contains many
taxidermied specimens and because of this some members might wish not to
participate in the event. The trip will be open to guests but attendance is limited to
55. It was suggested that members might like to meet for lunch prior to the
tour. There will be more information in e-mails and the September Garden Post,
including the expected price.
Art Blooms: 31 designs have been committed. There is a shortage of pedestals
because Annmarie Gardens will be using several for art displays. Marcia requested
that any member who can supply their own or help to supply extras please contact
her. Assignments for floral interpretations will be emailed to designers today and by

tomorrow. As this is the 10th annual gala at Annmarie, it is requested that
guests dress in 1960’s and 1970’s style. Advertising flyers are available at the
meeting. Tickets for designer attendance will be available online on the AMG
website.
Plant Sale: Joyce Murphy thanked Jody Longhill for taking her truck full of unsold
plants to her home and selling them all to her neighbors. She reported that the sale
net profits were $6631.10. Less than last year but still over the 2019 budgeted
amount. She explained three reasons for this. The biggest commercial supplier,
Heaven’s Gate, went out of business just before the sale, too late to be replaced.
Also the customer who purchased $2000 worth of plants last year did not attend this
year. $700 was spent this year because the club needed to purchase more plants to
fill allotted spaces. Considerations for the 2020 sale are: 1) The members need to
supply more plants of all types. Joyce suggested that plants could be dug in the fall
and wintered over in order to provide larger specimens to sell. 2) A Plant Sale
Coordinator is needed for the project. Joyce reminded the membership that the
plant sale is the only fund raising activity for the club.
Mini Grants and Charitable Donations: Jody Longhill reported that the committee
has met, and with the concurrence of the board, changed the timeline for the
granting procedure. RFPs will be mailed to selected organizations in late August.
Proposals will be accepted beginning in September. Acceptance deadline is
December 1. Decisions will be made in January/February. Awards will be given in
March, before the end of the club fiscal year.
Charitable donation application forms are available at the meeting today and also on
the club website. Jody asked that when requests are made, that a simple budget be
included. Donations will be made on a first come, first served basis. When the
budgeted funds have been used, no more requests will be accepted.
Hospice Flowers and Planters: Mary Anna Phillips announced that she has found a
supplier of free flowers for the Hospice arrangements. This has allowed for fresh
flower arrangements to be delivered every two weeks instead of monthly, but it
necessitates a change in dates for making said
arrangements from after the meeting on Thursdays to every other Friday.
The planter boxes on the house deck have been planted with perennials that provide
color and texture and that attract pollinators. The large planter at the entrance has
been spruced up and herbs have been added in several locations to tie into the
sensory garden. The staff at the house has taken an interest in the planting and
upkeep and currently assist in watering and deadheading.

Horticulture Study Group: A trip to Fay Bange’s daylily garden in Davidsonville
has been planned for Saturday, June 29. This is a 2 acre plot planted with hundreds
of hybridized lilies. The Banges grow for the Hemerocallis Society. Lilies and other
plants are for sale, as well as garden art. Linda Hosier will email specifics of this trip
to all members.
Pilgrimage: The committee organizers have met with principals of the Calvert
Marine Museum, which will be the recipient of funds raised by this endeavor. Funds
will enable refurbishment of the inside of the lighthouse. The walking tour will be a 2
mile loop through Solomons. The committee members are currently identifying
homes and gardens in the area whose owners will open their homes. Carol Frederick
asked that if any CGC member knows of a home and/or garden that would enhance
the tour to please contact her. Solomons Small Business association is assisting
with arranging for special pilgrimage lunches to be served at the many restaurants
on and near the loop. Pilgrimage tickets will be honored for entry to the lighthouse.
Although some committee chairs have been identified, there are still positions to fill.
Perennial Bloom Award: Sarah Yeats, a CGC life member, has been nominated by
the club to be the recipient of the District II Perennial Bloom Award. Adele Maguire
presented the award and enumerated the many, many contributions Sarah had
made to the club. Sarah was presented with a certificate and a flower arrangement.
Joyce closed the meeting by announcing that the yards of Jody Longhill and
Peggy Cochran have been Bay-Wise certified.
Adjourned at 12:10PM

Jane Eyler, Recording Secretary

